
Draft proposal

Democratic Renewal and Citizen
Stewardship Proposal

A full structural reform proposal based on citizen representation, clean elections, public
accountability, secular government, civic education, and institutional safeguards.

Plain-English purpose

This document collects the full reform model discussed in our conversation. It assumes a rare scenario
where major constitutional reform is possible. It keeps Congress and the Senate, but adds a powerful
rotating citizen body whose powers phase in over time.

Blunt warning

This proposal is intentionally ambitious. It is not politically easy under current conditions. The
implementation section starts with what would actually have to happen, because a good proposal without
a path is just a well-formatted wish.

Prepared for discussion and refinement. This is not legal advice and is not a claim that every provision could survive under the
current Constitution without amendment. The first proposal assumes deep constitutional changes are available.
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Executive Summary
This proposal starts from a blunt diagnosis: the United States cannot remain a healthy democracy if public power can
be bought, hidden, inherited, monopolized, or converted into private profit. The reform model therefore attacks five
major failure points at once: money in politics, corporate influence, weak civic education, media misinformation, and
concentrated executive power.

The proposal keeps Congress and the Senate, but limits their careerist incentives, adds a National Citizen Assembly
selected by civic lottery, requires public-only election financing, bans corporate political influence, replaces private
lobbying with public petition systems, strengthens voting rights, reforms courts, weakens the presidency, cements
secular government, and rebuilds public education as democratic infrastructure.

Core thesis

Democracy should be run by citizens, protected from money, grounded in truth, limited by rights, and
supported by education.

The proposal is not built on the fantasy that ordinary people are automatically wise or incorruptible. It assumes people
are human, which means they can be misled, pressured, frightened, selfish, brave, generous, and stubborn. The
design therefore combines citizen power with expert support, transparency, anti-corruption enforcement, job
protection, education, and rights that cannot be casually overridden.
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Part I - What Would Be Required To Implement This
Proposal
This section is the hard part. The first proposal requires deep constitutional change. It cannot be implemented by a
normal act of Congress alone.

1. The legal path: Article V
Fact: Article V allows amendments to be proposed either by two-thirds of both houses of Congress or by a convention
called on application of two-thirds of state legislatures. Proposed amendments become part of the Constitution only
after ratification by three-fourths of the states. Today, that means 34 states to trigger a convention and 38 states to
ratify. Article V also protects each state from losing equal suffrage in the Senate without its consent. [1][2]

Blunt assessment: the legal threshold is intentionally brutal. A reform proposal this large would need a national
movement, not just an advocacy campaign.

2. The cleanest legal route
The cleanest route would be Congress proposing a package of constitutional amendments, followed by ratification in
38 states. This is cleaner than an Article V convention because every proposed amendment can be written, debated,
and published before states vote on ratification.

The Article V convention route could be used if Congress is hopelessly captured, but it carries more uncertainty
because the United States has never used the convention method for any of the 27 amendments. That does not make
it impossible. It makes it riskier. [1]

3. What ordinary citizens would have to do
Normal citizens would not start this by waiting for Washington. Washington is usually where reform goes to be
professionally smothered. The process would have to start from local and state pressure, proof-of-concept projects,
and electoral organizing.

- Form nonpartisan local democracy-reform groups focused on fair rules, not party victory.

- Demand city and state pilot programs for citizen assemblies, public financing, ethics reform, and civic education.

- Support ballot initiatives where available for redistricting reform, public campaign financing, open primaries,
ranked-choice voting, and anti-corruption rules.

- Recruit and elect local, state, and federal candidates who openly support the reform package.

- Pressure state legislatures to support either congressional amendment proposals or Article V applications with strict
public drafting rules.

- Build public education campaigns explaining why reforms are needed and how they protect everyone, not just one
party.

- Create watchdog groups that track money, conflicts, misinformation, and anti-democratic behavior.

- Make reform culturally normal by treating civic service as an honor and public office as temporary stewardship.

4. What would have to be seen first
The country would probably need a visible, sustained legitimacy crisis before this becomes politically possible. Not just
outrage. Not just a bad election. A broad public realization that the system cannot be trusted to repair itself without
structural change.

- Repeated election-subversion attempts or serious threats to peaceful transfer of power.

- Major corruption scandals that existing institutions refuse or fail to punish.

- Broad public disgust with corporate money and private influence over government.

- Collapse of trust in courts, Congress, media, or the executive branch at the same time.
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- State and local citizen assemblies proving that ordinary citizens can deliberate responsibly.

- A cross-ideological coalition large enough to ratify changes in small, medium, rural, and urban states.

5. Required movement structure
A successful movement would need more than slogans. It would need an operating structure.

- A public constitutional drafting commission with citizens, scholars, historians, civil-rights experts, election officials,
technologists, teachers, labor representatives, and small-business voices.

- Model amendment language written in plain English and technical legal form.

- Pilot citizen assemblies at state and local levels.

- A legal defense network prepared for immediate lawsuits.

- A media strategy to counter disinformation about the proposal.

- A civic education campaign explaining what the current system does, what the proposal changes, and what rights
remain protected.

- A transition authority that prevents sudden institutional chaos.

6. Political threshold
The proposal would need either two-thirds of the House and Senate to send amendment packages to the states, or 34
state legislatures to call for a convention. Then 38 states would need to ratify. That means the proposal cannot be
framed as a permanent victory for one party. It has to be framed as a rule-of-law, anti-corruption, pro-citizen system
that protects people across ideology.

Blunt implementation truth

Under current political conditions, the full first proposal is not immediately feasible. The path begins by
proving pieces of it at local and state levels, building public trust, winning elections, and creating a
coalition that wants fair rules more than partisan revenge.

7. Suggested implementation timeline

Phase Main work

Years 1-3 Local and state pilots: citizen assemblies, public financing, anti-corruption rules, civic education,
media literacy, voting access.

Years 3-6 National coalition, public drafting commission, model amendment package, state legislative
campaigns, federal reform candidates.

Years 6-10 Congressional amendment push or Article V applications; broad civic education campaign;
transition design.

Years 10+ Ratification drive in 38 states; phased launch of Citizen Assembly, anti-corruption authority,
public election system, executive reform, court reform, and education rebuild.
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Part II - Core Design Principles
Citizens over corporations
Government exists to serve natural persons. Corporations may operate under law, but they should not possess
political power that overwhelms citizens.

Public influence only
Citizens and organizations may petition government, but private access, gifts, hidden bill drafting, and paid influence
channels are banned.

Temporary stewardship
Public office is a temporary civic role, not a property right, career entitlement, or monetization platform.

Rights floor
States may experiment upward, but no state may fall below national protections for voting, equality, privacy, bodily
autonomy, secular government, education, and due process.

Truth infrastructure
Democracy requires public access to truthful civic information. Media and platforms may be opinionated, but they
cannot knowingly monetize civic falsehoods.

Education as democracy infrastructure
Public education, civic education, media literacy, and history are not extras. They are the immune system of
self-government.

Executive power must be distributed
The current presidency concentrates too much power in one person. The redesigned system separates symbolic unity
from executive administration.
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Part III - Full Reform Proposal
Each reform below includes what changes, why it is necessary, likely immediate positives, likely immediate negatives
or risks, and long-term benefits. The tone is blunt on purpose. A reform plan that hides the risks is not serious.

1. Create a National Citizen Assembly
Reform: Create a third federal body made up of ordinary citizens selected by stratified civic lottery. Members serve
two-year terms, may opt out, are paid well, receive strong job and life protections, and are supported by nonpartisan
expert offices. Congress and the Senate remain in place, but the Assembly gains powers in phases.

Why it is necessary: The current system is too dominated by career politicians, donors, party machinery, lobbyists, and
insiders who understand how to survive the system better than how to represent the public.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Ordinary citizens finally have real institutional power.

- Lawmakers face a new public review body.

- Rushed, unread, or corrupt bills become harder to pass quietly.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- New members need training.

- Experts or parties may try to steer them.

- Opponents will call random selection irresponsible.

Long-term benefits:
- Creates civic ownership of government.

- Builds public trust over time.

- Makes the state less sealed off from ordinary life.

2. Make Citizen Service Voluntary After Selection
Reform: Every eligible citizen may be selected, but may accept, defer, decline, or seek exemption without punishment.

Why it is necessary: Forced service could create resentment and hardship. A healthy civic system should invite serious
service, not coerce it.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Higher legitimacy.

- Less fear of selection.

- Better participation from people who choose to serve.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Some groups may opt out at higher rates.

- The selection pool must be large enough to handle refusals.

- Wealthy or very busy citizens may decline more often.

Long-term benefits:
- Service becomes a civic honor.

- The country normalizes public stewardship without coercion.
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- Opt-out protects liberty while preserving a broad duty culture.

3. Pay Citizen Representatives Well and Protect Their Jobs
Reform: Provide strong salary, healthcare continuity, childcare and eldercare support, disability accommodations,
security protection, small-business support, and guaranteed return to prior employment or equivalent role.

Why it is necessary: If service causes financial harm, only wealthy, retired, or unusually secure people can serve. That
would defeat the purpose.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Working-class and middle-class citizens can serve.

- Employers cannot punish civic service.

- The body becomes more representative.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- High public cost.

- Employer resistance.

- Complicated rules for small businesses and freelancers.

Long-term benefits:
- Citizen service becomes accessible.

- Public office is no longer reserved for elites.

- The Assembly reflects real national life.

4. Ban All Private Campaign Money
Reform: For every remaining elected office, candidates receive equal public campaign funds. Ban private donations,
PAC money, super PACs, dark money, corporate money, union institutional money, and personal self-funding.

Why it is necessary: Private campaign money is one of the main bridges between wealth and political power.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Candidates spend less time fundraising.

- More ordinary people can run.

- Billionaires cannot buy louder megaphones.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Shadow funding attempts will appear immediately.

- Qualification rules must prevent unserious candidates from gaming funds.

- Current doctrine would require constitutional change for the strongest version.

Long-term benefits:
- Officials answer to voters instead of donors.

- Elections become more equal.

- Political trust improves.

5. Ban Corporate Political Influence
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Reform: Corporations, LLCs, trade associations, and similar artificial entities may not fund campaigns, run election
spending, privately influence policy, write legislation behind closed doors, or provide benefits to officials. They may
submit factual information only through public channels.

Why it is necessary: Corporations are legal tools for business. They are not citizens and should not possess political
power that overwhelms citizens.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Corporate access politics collapses.

- Regulatory capture becomes harder.

- Lawmakers no longer depend on corporate money.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Major legal and business resistance.

- Influence will try to move through nonprofits, shells, or individuals.

- Public information channels must be strong enough to receive technical data.

Long-term benefits:
- Democracy becomes more equal.

- Economic power is separated from governing power.

- Policy is less distorted by corporate profit.

6. Replace Lobbying With Public Petition and Testimony
Reform: Ban paid private lobbying. Citizens and organizations may still petition government, but only through public,
searchable, transparent systems. All policy requests, meetings, submissions, and draft language are logged.

Why it is necessary: The right to petition is legitimate. Buying private access is not.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Backroom influence becomes harder.

- The public sees who wants what.

- Lawmakers cannot quietly outsource bills to lobbyists.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- More bureaucracy.

- Spam and bot flooding risks.

- Informal back channels will still need enforcement.

Long-term benefits:
- Influence becomes traceable.

- Corruption is easier to prove.

- Public debate becomes less hidden.

7. Create a Constitutional Anti-Corruption System
Reform: Ban gifts, paid travel, paid speeches, stock trading, self-dealing, family pass-through benefits,
officeholder-owned businesses receiving government benefit, post-service lobbying, and consulting tied to public
service. Create an independent anti-corruption prosecutor.
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Why it is necessary: Public office should not be a wealth-building strategy.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Obvious conflicts decrease.

- Officials lose common cash-out routes.

- Public trust may improve quickly.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Defining prohibited post-service work is complicated.

- Powerful officials will resist.

- Strict rules may deter some qualified people.

Long-term benefits:
- A cleaner public-service culture.

- Less elite impunity.

- Government decisions are less financially compromised.

8. Guarantee Voting Rights Permanently
Reform: Add an explicit constitutional right to vote for all adult citizens. Ban voter suppression, discriminatory voting
rules, partisan election manipulation, and unreasonable burdens on voting.

Why it is necessary: Voting must be a secure right, not a state-managed privilege that can be strangled by paperwork.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Clear national protection.

- Less state-level suppression.

- Higher participation.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- State resistance.

- Transition litigation.

- Administrative upgrades needed.

Long-term benefits:
- Elections become more legitimate.

- Equal citizenship becomes more real.

- Anti-democratic voting restrictions become harder.

9. Create an Independent National Election Authority
Reform: Create an independent body to oversee federal election standards, voter registration, election audits, voting
technology security, anti-intimidation rules, districting standards, and public election information.

Why it is necessary: Partisan officials should not control rules for elections in which their party has a stake.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More uniform standards.
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- Better election security.

- Less partisan chaos.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Federalism backlash.

- Capture risk if appointment rules are weak.

- Large implementation burden.

Long-term benefits:
- More trusted elections.

- Less certification sabotage.

- More equal voter power.

10. End Gerrymandering and Use Fair Representation
Reform: Ban partisan gerrymandering. Use independent redistricting, multi-member districts where useful,
ranked-choice voting, and proportional representation for some elected seats.

Why it is necessary: Voters should choose representatives. Representatives should not choose voters.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More competitive races.

- Less safe-seat extremism.

- More accurate representation.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Voter education needed.

- Parties will resist.

- Transition maps may be contested.

Long-term benefits:
- Less polarization.

- Better coalition politics.

- More voters feel represented.

11. Term Limits for Congress and the Senate
Reform: Keep Congress and the Senate, but impose strict term limits. Suggested range: House 8 to 12 years; Senate
12 to 18 years.

Why it is necessary: Public office should not become a lifetime possession.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less career entrenchment.

- More turnover.

- Fewer political dynasties.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
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- Loss of experience.

- Staff or party leadership may gain power if safeguards are weak.

- States cannot impose this alone under current precedent. [4]

Long-term benefits:
- Office becomes service, not ownership.

- More new voices enter government.

- Permanent incumbency weakens.

12. Add No-Confidence and Recall Mechanisms
Reform: Allow constituents to trigger a no-confidence or recall process for elected officials who are corrupt, absent,
abusive, or no longer representing their constituents. Citizen-body members face ethics and performance removal with
higher safeguards.

Why it is necessary: Waiting years for the next election is not enough when someone openly betrays the public trust.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Continuous accountability.

- Constituents have leverage.

- Bad actors can be removed faster.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Can be abused by outrage campaigns.

- Representatives may fear honest but unpopular votes.

- Needs turnout and petition thresholds.

Long-term benefits:
- Public office remains conditional on trust.

- Representatives listen more broadly.

- Citizens feel less powerless.

13. Replace the Current Presidency With a Weaker Executive Model
Reform: End the powerful U.S.-style presidency. Create a ceremonial head of state, a prime minister or chief
administrator selected through the representative system, and an executive council with strict limits on emergencies,
pardons, appointments, military action, and prosecution influence.

Why it is necessary: The modern presidency is too powerful, too personality-driven, and too vulnerable to authoritarian
capture.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less one-person rule.

- Presidential elections stop being existential cage matches.

- Executive leaders can be removed by no-confidence.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Major cultural adjustment.

- Foreign policy and military command must be carefully redesigned.
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- Decision-making may slow.

Long-term benefits:
- Less authoritarian risk.

- More cabinet accountability.

- Executive power becomes administration, not elected monarchy.

14. Reform the Courts
Reform: Use 18-year Supreme Court terms, regular appointments, binding ethics rules, mandatory recusal,
transparent gifts and finances, and easier removal for corruption. Apply stronger ethics to all federal courts.

Why it is necessary: Lifetime judicial power has become too politically explosive and too insulated from accountability.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less appointment chaos.

- Better ethics transparency.

- Less death-timing roulette.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Judicial independence concerns.

- Transition complexity.

- Current justices and factions may resist.

Long-term benefits:
- More legitimate courts.

- Less capture by partisan appointment games.

- Better balance between rights protection and democracy.

15. Cement Separation of Church and State
Reform: Add a Secular Government Clause: government may not establish, endorse, fund, privilege, enforce, or
govern according to religion. Private belief and worship are fully protected. Religious freedom cannot be used to deny
equal rights to others.

Why it is necessary: A pluralistic democracy cannot survive if one religious faction can turn doctrine into law.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Clearer protection for believers and nonbelievers.

- Less religious coercion in schools.

- Fewer religious exemptions that harm third parties.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Religious nationalist backlash.

- Edge cases will still require courts.

- Public funding disputes.

Long-term benefits:
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- Government belongs equally to all citizens.

- Religion is protected from government control.

- Civil rights are less vulnerable to theology-based exceptions.

16. Strengthen Public Education as a Constitutional Right
Reform: Guarantee every child a high-quality public education. Equalize funding nationally, pay teachers well, protect
honest curriculum, and teach civics, history, media literacy, science, critical thinking, and practical government.

Why it is necessary: A citizen-led democracy cannot function if the public is undereducated and easy to manipulate.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Better school funding.

- More teacher stability.

- Stronger civic preparation.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Expensive.

- Curriculum fights.

- Teacher pipeline takes time.

Long-term benefits:
- More informed voters.

- Less susceptibility to propaganda.

- Stronger democratic culture.

17. Create Lifelong Civic Education
Reform: Provide free adult civic education through libraries, community colleges, online public courses, local forums,
and citizen-service training.

Why it is necessary: If citizens may serve in government, preparation cannot stop at age 18.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Adults better understand government.

- Citizen Assembly service improves.

- Communities become more politically literate.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Participation may be uneven.

- Programs could be politicized.

- Quality control is hard.

Long-term benefits:
- Civic duty becomes normal.

- Less conspiracy thinking.

- Public deliberation improves.
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18. Create Modern Media Responsibility Rules
Reform: Require mass civic media to meet truthfulness, correction, ownership transparency, public-interest coverage,
and anti-monopoly standards. Punish knowing or reckless false factual claims on civic matters, not opinion or criticism.

Why it is necessary: Democracy cannot function if mass media can knowingly poison public reality for profit.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Stronger correction duties.

- Less deliberate civic falsehood.

- Better public-interest coverage.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Free speech concerns.

- Risk of government abuse if enforcement is not independent.

- Hard factual disputes.

Long-term benefits:
- Healthier information environment.

- Less propaganda-driven extremism.

- More shared facts.

19. Hold Social Media Platforms Accountable for Amplification
Reform: Platforms cannot knowingly amplify, monetize, recommend, or protect materially false civic information after
verified notice and review. The target is platform amplification, not ordinary citizens merely speaking.

Why it is necessary: Platforms profit from engagement, and misinformation often creates engagement. The incentive is
poisonous.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less profit from viral lies.

- Repeat disinformation networks lose reach.

- More pressure for correction and context.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Over-moderation risk.

- Platform bias accusations.

- First Amendment design must be careful.

Long-term benefits:
- Less algorithmic radicalization.

- Better public information hygiene.

- Platforms stop treating civic falsehood as a business model.

20. Break Up Media and Technology Monopolies
Reform: Aggressively break up or regulate concentrated power in media, social media, search, digital advertising,
telecom, and platform markets.
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Why it is necessary: No democracy should let a few companies control what people see, search, hear, and believe.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More competition.

- Less centralized narrative power.

- More independent media.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Massive lawsuits.

- Service fragmentation.

- Short-term business disruption.

Long-term benefits:
- More pluralistic information ecosystem.

- Less billionaire control of civic reality.

- More resilient public debate.

21. Make Laws Understandable by Default
Reform: Every major bill must include a plain-language summary, cost estimate, rights impact, who benefits, who pays,
enforcement plan, public input record, expert majority and minority reports, and sunset or review date.

Why it is necessary: Complexity is often used to hide corruption, incompetence, or unpopular provisions.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Citizens understand laws better.

- Media coverage improves.

- Hidden provisions are harder to bury.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Slower legislative process.

- More staff workload.

- Arguments over summaries.

Long-term benefits:
- More transparent government.

- Better accountability.

- Citizen Assembly review becomes more effective.

22. Create Modern Digital Rights
Reform: Protect personal data ownership, privacy, biometric data, AI disclosure, algorithmic transparency, deepfake
rules in civic contexts, surveillance limits, and a right to delete personal data.

Why it is necessary: The old Constitution was not written for smartphones, AI, facial recognition, data brokers, and
algorithmic manipulation.

Immediate positive impacts:
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- Stronger privacy.

- Less surveillance abuse.

- More control over personal data.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Compliance costs.

- Technical definitions are hard.

- Law enforcement and tech industry resistance.

Long-term benefits:
- Citizens are less vulnerable to manipulation.

- Digital life becomes rights-based.

- AI systems become more accountable.

23. Guarantee a National Civil Rights Floor
Reform: States may experiment, but no state may fall below national protections for voting, equality, privacy,
education, healthcare access, bodily autonomy, due process, secular government, and nondiscrimination.

Why it is necessary: States rights has too often been used as a shield for denying human rights.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Clearer rights.

- Less geographic inequality.

- Fewer rights lost by zip code.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Federalism backlash.

- Court fights.

- National standards must be carefully drafted.

Long-term benefits:
- Equal citizenship becomes more real.

- States innovate upward, not oppress downward.

- Basic rights become stable.

24. Protect Bodily Autonomy and Personal Liberty
Reform: Explicitly protect bodily autonomy, contraception, abortion access, medical privacy, marriage equality, sexual
privacy, family autonomy, and gender and LGBTQ equality.

Why it is necessary: Basic bodily rights should not depend on court composition or state politics.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Reduced legal chaos.

- Better healthcare access.

- Private life less vulnerable to political swings.
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Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Strong backlash from religious conservatives.

- Boundary litigation.

- State resistance.

Long-term benefits:
- Stable personal liberty.

- Equal citizenship regardless of gender or sexuality.

- Less political weaponization of private life.

25. Guarantee Universal Healthcare
Reform: Make healthcare a guaranteed right and separate it from employment.

Why it is necessary: A person should not have to keep a bad job to keep their kid alive.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More coverage.

- Less medical bankruptcy.

- More worker mobility.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Major transition cost.

- Healthcare industry resistance.

- Provider payment fights.

Long-term benefits:
- Healthier population.

- More entrepreneurship.

- Less economic fear and employer dependency.

26. Treat Housing as Democratic Stability
Reform: Make housing affordability a national priority through public housing investment, zoning reform, tenant
protections, anti-speculation laws, and limits on corporate ownership of single-family homes.

Why it is necessary: A population that cannot afford shelter becomes unstable, angry, and easy to radicalize.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More housing supply.

- Less speculation.

- Better homelessness prevention.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Local resistance.

- Property-owner backlash.

- Construction capacity constraints.
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Long-term benefits:
- More stable families.

- Less poverty.

- Healthier communities and civic participation.

27. Rebuild Labor Rights and Worker Power
Reform: Create strong rights to organize, bargain collectively, receive fair wages, access paid leave, work under safe
conditions, and resist union-busting.

Why it is necessary: Democracy is weak when workers are economically terrified.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Higher bargaining power.

- Better wages and conditions.

- More worker voice.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Business resistance.

- Possible short-term labor disputes.

- Implementation complexity.

Long-term benefits:
- Stronger middle class.

- Less inequality.

- Less resentment and despair.

28. Reform Criminal Justice and Policing
Reform: End qualified immunity as currently used, create national police licensing, ban private prisons, restore voting
rights after release, reform sentencing, strengthen public defenders, and create independent police misconduct
prosecutors.

Why it is necessary: A justice system that treats poverty, race, and power differently cannot sustain legitimacy.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More accountability.

- Better misconduct tracking.

- Stronger due process.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Police union resistance.

- Fear-based backlash.

- Uneven implementation.

Long-term benefits:
- More legitimate law enforcement.

- Lower incarceration harms.
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- Better community trust.

29. Add Climate and Environmental Rights
Reform: Create a public duty to protect clean air, clean water, climate stability, biodiversity, environmental justice, and
livable conditions for future generations.

Why it is necessary: A government that cannot protect the conditions for life is failing at the most basic level.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Stronger environmental enforcement.

- More clean-energy investment.

- Better disaster planning.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Fossil-fuel resistance.

- Transition costs.

- Regional disruption.

Long-term benefits:
- Lower climate damage.

- Cleaner communities.

- More resilient economy.

30. Create a Truth and Reconciliation Process for American History
Reform: Create a national truth process around slavery, Indigenous dispossession, Reconstruction, Jim Crow,
redlining, forced assimilation, political violence, and other state-backed harms.

Why it is necessary: A country cannot heal what it keeps lying about.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Better public record.

- More honest education.

- Recognition for harmed communities.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Backlash from people who confuse honesty with blame.

- Political manipulation risk.

- Disputes over reparative policies.

Long-term benefits:
- Less historical denial.

- Better shared understanding.

- Policy grounded in truth instead of mythology.

31. Fund Public-Interest Journalism
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Reform: Create independent funding for local journalism, investigative reporting, civic explainers, election information,
and public-interest media, insulated from government control.

Why it is necessary: Local news collapse leaves communities vulnerable to rumor, corruption, and nationalized
outrage.

Immediate positive impacts:
- More local reporting.

- More watchdog journalism.

- Better election information.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Bias accusations.

- Grant capture risk.

- Need strong insulation from political control.

Long-term benefits:
- Healthier local democracy.

- Less misinformation.

- Stronger accountability.

32. Create Public Expert Offices With Adversarial Review
Reform: Create nonpartisan expert offices for budget, science, law, civil rights, labor, health, climate, technology,
national security, and public integrity. Require majority reports, minority reports, conflict disclosures, and
plain-language summaries.

Why it is necessary: Citizen representatives need expert help, but experts must not quietly control the process.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Better decision-making.

- Less reliance on lobbyist expertise.

- More transparent assumptions.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Expert offices can become politicized.

- Reports may slow action.

- Bad actors will attack experts as biased.

Long-term benefits:
- Evidence-based government.

- Less policy manipulation.

- Citizens can interrogate competing expert claims.

33. Limit Emergency Powers
Reform: Emergency powers automatically expire unless renewed by the representative system. Emergencies cannot
suspend elections, target political enemies, censor opposition, or bypass core rights.



Democratic Renewal and Citizen Stewardship Proposal Page 22

Why it is necessary: Authoritarians love emergencies because fear makes power grabs easier.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less executive abuse.

- Clearer crisis rules.

- More public trust.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Slower response if designed too rigidly.

- Partisan fights during emergencies.

- Needs careful exceptions for real crises.

Long-term benefits:
- Less risk of dictatorship by emergency.

- More stable constitutional culture.

- Rights are harder to suspend.

34. Limit Pardons
Reform: Ban self-pardons, family pardons, campaign-staff pardons, political-ally pardons, and pardons for crimes that
benefit the executive. Require public written justifications and review for abuse.

Why it is necessary: The pardon power should not be a corruption shield or loyalty payment system.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less abuse.

- More transparency.

- Political criminal networks lose protection.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Hard mercy cases become more procedural.

- Executives will resist.

- Boundary disputes over improper benefit.

Long-term benefits:
- Rule of law strengthens.

- Political crime becomes riskier.

- Mercy is separated from corruption.

35. Reform War Powers
Reform: No sustained military action without approval from representative bodies. Emergency defensive action expires
quickly without approval. Nuclear launch requires multiple civilian authorizations.

Why it is necessary: One person should not have unilateral power to drag the country into war or launch
civilization-ending weapons.

Immediate positive impacts:
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- More democratic accountability for war.

- Less executive adventurism.

- More public debate.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Slower response in ambiguous crises.

- Classified information complications.

- Claims of weakness.

Long-term benefits:
- Fewer reckless wars.

- Less imperial executive power.

- More legitimate foreign policy.

36. Build a Phased Transition and Review System
Reform: Create a transition authority, phased timelines, automatic review points, public audits, and sunset/revision
mechanisms for the new institutions.

Why it is necessary: A massive redesign without a transition plan would create chaos and feed public fear.

Immediate positive impacts:
- Less institutional shock.

- Public knows what changes when.

- Problems can be corrected.

Immediate negative impacts or risks:
- Transition periods can be exploited by opponents.

- Some reforms may be delayed too long.

- Complex coordination across states and institutions.

Long-term benefits:
- Stability during transformation.

- Public trust grows through visible testing.

- Reform becomes adaptable instead of brittle.
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Part IV - Transition Structure
The proposal should not turn on all at once. A sudden constitutional rebuild would invite confusion, backlash, and
institutional breakdown. The strongest version is phased, tested, audited, and revised publicly.

Stage Core action Purpose

Stage 1 Launch local and state citizen assembly pilots; build
public campaign finance and anti-corruption models.

Prove that ordinary citizens can deliberate
responsibly before national adoption.

Stage 2 Ratify constitutional amendment packages; establish
transition authority and independent implementation
offices.

Create legal authority and prevent ad hoc
chaos.

Stage 3 Launch National Citizen Assembly in review-only role;
require plain-language bill reports and public influence
logs.

Build trust while keeping elected institutions
stable.

Stage 4 Activate public-only campaign funding, corporate
influence bans, ethics enforcement, and independent
election authority.

Remove the most corrupting incentives first.

Stage 5 Expand Citizen Assembly to delay, objection, proposal,
and limited veto powers after public audits.

Increase citizen power only after the institution
proves stable.

Stage 6 Implement executive, court, media, education, and
civil-rights reforms under scheduled review.

Complete the structural transformation while
retaining correction mechanisms.

Transition principle

Do the anti-corruption and election-integrity pieces early. Phase in citizen power carefully. Do not ask the
public to trust a brand-new institution with full power before it has proven itself.
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Part V - Selected Draft Constitutional Clauses
These are not final legal text. They are concept drafts showing the kind of clarity the proposal would require.

Citizen Assembly Clause
A National Citizen Assembly shall be established as a representative body of natural persons selected by civic lottery
under rules that ensure broad demographic and geographic representation. Service shall be temporary, compensated,
protected, and voluntary after selection. The Assembly shall exercise review, transparency, proposal, oversight, delay,
and other powers as provided by this Constitution and implementing law.

Political Money Clause
Political rights protected by this Constitution belong to natural persons. Artificial entities shall not possess constitutional
rights to spend money to influence elections, legislation, appointments, or government policy. Public elections may be
financed exclusively through public funds under equal and neutral rules.

Public Influence Clause
All petitions, testimony, policy requests, and attempts to influence public law or government action shall occur through
public and transparent channels. Private paid access, gifts, undisclosed drafting, or benefits to public officials are
prohibited.

Secular Government Clause
The United States is a secular constitutional republic. Government at every level shall remain neutral toward religion
and nonreligion. No public authority may establish, endorse, fund, privilege, enforce, or govern according to religion.
Private belief, worship, nonbelief, religious criticism, and freedom of conscience are fully protected. Religious freedom
does not authorize the denial of equal rights to others.

Voting Rights Clause
Every adult citizen has the equal right to vote in free, fair, secure, and accessible elections. No government may
burden that right without meeting the highest standard of necessity and equal protection.

Anti-Corruption Clause
Public office is a public trust. No official may use office, public information, public authority, or public access for private
financial gain, family benefit, future employment, or institutional advantage.

Civic Education Clause
The United States and the states shall maintain a system of public education sufficient to prepare all persons for civic
life, democratic participation, historical understanding, media literacy, and, where selected, temporary public service.
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Part VI - Selected Sources and Legal Foundations
These sources are not a full legal brief. They support key legal and factual background claims used in the proposal.

[1] National Archives, Constitutional Amendment Process
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution

[2] National Archives, Article V text
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/article-v.html

[3] NCSL, Amending the U.S. Constitution
https://www.ncsl.org/about-state-legislatures/amending-the-us-constitution

[4] U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton, 514 U.S. 779 (1995)
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/514/779/

[5] FEC, Buckley v. Valeo
https://www.fec.gov/legal-resources/court-cases/buckley-v-valeo/

[6] FEC, Citizens United v. FEC
https://www.fec.gov/legal-resources/court-cases/citizens-united-v-fec/

[7] Cornell Legal Information Institute, 47 U.S.C. Section 230
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/47/230

[8] Supreme Court, Moody v. NetChoice opinion
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/22-277_d18f.pdf

[9] National Archives, Bill of Rights transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript

[10] Supreme Court, Code of Conduct for Justices
https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/Code-of-Conduct-for-Justices_November_13_2023.pdf

[11] OECD, Innovative Citizen Participation and New Democratic Institutions
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/innovative-citizen-participation-and-new-democratic-institutions_339306da-en.html

[12] National Center for Education Statistics, NAEP Nation's Report Card
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/

[13] Brennan Center, A Guide to Emergency Powers and Their Use
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/guide-emergency-powers-and-their-use

Final blunt assessment

The proposal is difficult because it attacks the root incentives of the current system. That is also why it
matters. If public power can still be bought, hidden, monopolized, or converted into private wealth, the
country will keep reproducing the same crisis under new names.


